WINTER HAPPENINGS...
Sat., Feb. 5
8-11am

Recycling
Industrial Park Road

Tues., Feb. 15
7pm

Borough Council Meeting
Borough Offices

Sat., Feb. 5
2-4pm

Pot Pie & Soup Sale
Trinity Lutheran Church

Sat., Feb. 19
8-11am

Recycling
Industrial Park Road

Tues., Feb. 8
7:30pm

School Board Meeting
Admin Bldg.

Thurs., Feb. 10
7pm

MHRA Meeting
300 Chestnut Street

Sat., Feb. 12
9am to 4pm

Herr Book Nook Sale
Fill a Bag - $10 Donation

Sat., Feb. 19
10am-4pm
Mon., Feb. 21
7pm
Mon., Feb. 28

Mon., Feb. 14

Valentine’s Day

Rusty Rail Craft Fair 2022
Rusty Rail Brewing Co.
Shade Tree Commission
Borough Offices
Love Your Library
Coloring Contest
Submissions Due
Herr Memorial Library

Tues., Feb. 15
4:30pm

Planning Commission
Borough Offices

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING
YOU WANT IN THE
NEWS & VIEWS?
If so, please submit the information
no later than the 15th of
the previous month.
For example, information for the
April edition needs to be to me
no later than March 15.
Email to mhra@dejazzd.com or
mail to MHRA, 300 Chestnut St.
Mifflinburg, PA 17844

Sat., Mar. 5
3pm

BVCB Auction
Buffalo Valley Church of the
Brethren
FEEDING AND
CARING FOR
OUR COMMUNITY

MIFFLINBURG YMCA
Food Pantry
Third Friday
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Hose Company Contemplates Future of Carnival
On January 20, the Mifflinburg Hose Company met with members of the community to discuss the future of the annual Firemen’s Carnival, as jeopardized by
growing upkeep costs and the aging status of the carnival grounds used for the
event. The carnival has been held in Mifflinburg since the 1950s and has always
been a highlight for children and adults alike.
According to Chuck Klose, President of Mifflinburg Hose Company, the carnival
is no longer a profitable fundraiser for the company despite support from the
Mifflinburg community. The carnival grounds, owned by the local VFW, are in
need of electrical and building maintenance nearing $100,000 in cost. Moreover,
the Firemen’s Carnival has seen a steady decline in attendance over the past years,
and the use of outside vendors such as Packer’s Concessions restricts the Hose
Company’s ability to maximize proceeds.
The final determination regarding the decision for the future of the Mifflinburg
Hose Company Firemen’s Carnival and the use of the grounds will be made at a
Hose Company meeting on January 31.
Moving forward, the question remains: How will this decision over the VFW
carnival grounds effect MHRA’s use of the venue space for the annual Wine
Festival and Oktoberfest? Alternative venue spaces are being contemplated by
MHRA board members. A list of possible venue spaces discussed for future MHRA
events includes the community park, and the West End fairgrounds. More information will be made public as decisions are made.
Rest assured, however, that MHRA has no intention of cancelling your favorite
community events in Mifflinburg – the show must go on!

Mark Your Calendars
for 2022 MHRA Events!
Wine, Brews
& Blues Festival

Oktoberfest!

Saturday, May 21, 2022

Friday, September 30, 2022
Saturday, October 1, 2022

Blueberry &
Bluegrass Festival

Winterfest during
Christkindl

Friday, July 15, 2022

December 8, 9, 10, 2022

Stay up to date at www.mifflinburgpa.com
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Borough Briefings...
BRRRR . . . . . . . . IT’S COLD OUTSIDE!
Here are some cold weather concerns for you
to think about:
FROZEN PIPES AND WATER METERS
Did you know that once the borough installs
the water meter, you - as the property owner are responsible for proper maintenance? It’s
true, just like you are responsible for all the
other plumbing in your home. So, take a little
time to check the area that the meter is located
in: is it well insulated? Is it in a heated area?
Paying attention to these details can help save
you the cost and inconvenience of broken pipes
and frozen meters.
HIGH ELECTRIC CONSUMPTION
How can you help control your electric consumption? Proper maintenance of your appliances, like furnaces, heat pumps, and electric
water heaters can help to save energy and
money on both your electric and in some cases
even your water bills. Faulty thermostats and
heating elements can become very costly.
Please take some time each year to maintain
these large appliances for both safety and energy conservation measures. For more ideas
about energy conservation you can visit the
Department of Energy’s website at energy.gov.
FROZEN SIDEWALKS
The Borough has ordinances which require
that property owners clear their sidewalks of
snow and ice within 24 hours of a snowfall
event, in addition these ordinances also prohibit
placing this snow on the streets of the Borough.
This Ordinance is intended as a Public Safety
measure. Getting the snow or slush off of your
sidewalks as quickly as possible helps prevent
the buildup of ice and snow from becoming a
hazard to pedestrians and a liability to you,
keeping it off of an already cleared road helps
keep motorists and pedestrians safe in their
travels.
SLIPPERY ROADS
The Borough crew, like PA DOT, has to handle
snow removal in the most efficient and cost
effective manner possible. Decisions about
when the streets are going to be treated and
plowed are based on the weather forecast. Are
they calling for snow followed by freezing rain?
Then it may be better to wait to plow until after
the freezing rain. Is the accumulation an inch or
less? Then maybe salt and anti-skid are the
best treatment, since there isn’t enough accumulated to plow. Are the temperatures well
below freezing? Salt alone will not work, so a
combination of salt and anti-skid may be the
best treatment. We endeavor to make the best
plan based on the information available to us
and the resources available. Sometimes it’s hard
to predict what Mother Nature will do. If there

by Margaret Metzger
is an area that you find particularly slippery,
please call the office to report it.
Additionally, please understand that the snow
from the roads has to be removed from the
main cartway of the road for public safety, but it
still has to go somewhere within the street right
of way. Sometimes this means that the snow
will roll off of the plow in to driveways or adjacent yards. While we understand the frustration
that this may cause you, please understand that
it is not deliberate, but it is a part of snow
removal and making the streets safe.
ELECTRONIC BILL PAYMENT
Hate going outside in the cold and inclement
weather? Maybe it’s time to sign up for
Electronic Bill payment! The Borough offers
you the opportunity to sign up to have your utility bill automatically deducted from your checking or savings account. It’s quick and easy and
can save you from battling the elements or from
paying late fees. Call our office or visit the
Borough website at mifflinburgborough.org for
more information.
ONLINE CREDIT CARD PAYMENT SYSTEM
FOR UTILITY BILLS
The Borough of Mifflinburg also offers an
Online Credit card processing option for payment of Utility bills. This online payment system is available on the Borough’s website
through a URL link. The link and instructions
for this system are available on the Borough’s
website. This option does allow customers who
register for an account to see account usage
and payment histories in addition to making
credit card payments.
Unlike the Electronic Bill Payment Option, this
payment method does assess a convenience
fee, which is paid to the Card Processing
Company handling these transactions.
Customers needing assistance to register
their account may contact the Borough Office
with questions.
2022 UTILITY RATES
The increase in water, sewer and electric rates
will take effect with the February 2022 bill. The
new rates are posted on the Borough’s website:
mifflinburgborough.org

LOOKING FOR SUMMER
EMPLOYMENT?
If you are interested in summer employment, like
the outdoors, and working with the public, consider applying to work at the Mifflinburg Community
Pool. The Borough is accepting applications for all
positions for the 2022 season. Applications and
more information are available on the website:
mifflinburgborough.org, 300 Chestnut Street
Mifflinburg, PA 17844

What’s Happening Around Town...
POT PIE & SOUP SALE: The Trinity Lutheran Church pot pie and soup sale will
take place on Sat., Feb. 5, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the church located at 2599 Church
Road, Mifflinburg. Must preorder by January 30. Take out only. Soup is $7 a quart Choice of beef vegetable, chicken corn, chicken corn with noodles or stuffed pepper
soup. Pot Pie is $8 a quart - Choice of ham or chicken. To order or for more information, call Tanya 570-966-0910 or Deb at 570-966-2039.
LOVE YOUR LIBRARY COLORING CONTEST FOR FEBRUARY: Show off your
coloring skills for the chance to win a gift card! Children and adults can stop by the
library to pick up a coloring sheet. Entries are due by Monday, February 28. A winner
will be chosen on Tuesday, March 1. One adult winner will receive a gift card to DC
Coffee in Mifflinburg and one child winner will receive a gift card to Hoopla's
Family Fun Center in Shamokin Dam. For all February library events on Facebook
or at https://unioncountylibraries.libcal.com/.
BUFFALO VALLEY CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN AUCTION: The Buffalo Valley
Church of the Brethren Auction will be held on Saturday March 5th. Past auction
items included everything from baked goods to hand-crafted items, plants, tickets to
events, tools, quilts, furniture, theme baskets, antiques, artwork and even a weekend
at a country cabin. There will also be a silent auction. Proceeds will go toward the
Building Debt Retirement. Come and enjoy the fun. The Buffalo Valley Church of
the Brethren is located 1.5 miles west of Mifflinburg on Route 45 at 46 Brethren
Church Rd. The food stand will be open at 3 and you may preview the silent auction
tables. Live bidding begins at 4 with auctioneer Jeremy Waite. Minutes will be given
for kids only bidding with parents paying. Call 570-966-1183 for more information.
WESTERN UNION COUNTY FOOD PANTRY: Hope’s Haven Food Pantry continues to serve residents of Union County weekly, each Wednesday from 10 to 11 a.m.,
at Christ’s United Lutheran Church, a.k.a. “Four Bells Church.” If you have a food
insecurity, please visit them. Each family receives an assortment of foods, based on
your family size, including such items as boxed and canned goods, meat, produce
and dairy. They are located 3.5 miles west of Mifflinburg on PA Route 45 at 13765
Old
Turnpike
Road,
Millmont.
Contact
them
by
email
(administrator@4bellsfood.com) or phone (570-716-5601), or visit the church website (www.4bellschurch.com) or Facebook page.
CALLING ALL SINGERS! The Buffalo Valley Singers begin rehearsals for the 2022
Pops concert on Monday, February 7th, 6:30pm, St. John's UCC, 1050 Buffalo Rd in
Lewisburg. No auditions, $10 music fee. For more information visit
BuffaloValleySingers.org or email BuffaloValleySingers@gmail.com.

‘21 Tax Prep
Basic Federal, State,
Local Returns

$50
Call to learn more
(570) 597-2235
New location at 338 Chestnut Street in Downtown Mifflinburg!

Buffalo Valley parish welcomes
new pastor to community
The Buffalo Valley Parish (Christ United
4Bells and First Evangelical Lutheran
Church) welcomes Pastor Curt Wingert. As
of December 1, Pastor Curt is now serving
this community.
Pastor Curt was raised in the small rural
community of Homer, Nebraska. He
attended and graduated from Homer
Community School in 1994. Homer
Community School has K thru 12 in one
building, and there were only 24 students
in his graduating class! While in school,
he was active in 4-H showing horses, cattle, and poultry. A fun fact about Homer:
Al Capone's brother Vincenzo Capone,
alias Richard Hart was the sheriff during
the Prohibition.
His father was in the military, the Iowa
Air National Guard, and his mother
babysat for a few families in the community. His grandparents were farmers, raising crops, cattle, and Belgian draft horses.
He spent countless hours on his grandparPastor Curt Wingert
ent's farm, where he found his love for
horses. After graduating high school, he moved to Florida to work for a horse trainer, Rob Foster. The horses that we trained competed in western pleasure and hunter
under saddle events across the country.
In the late '90s, Rob and his wife Pam moved their business to Weikert,
Pennsylvania, and he too made the move with them. That is where he met his wife,
Erin. He continued to train horses for several more years at different facilities in
Pennsylvania and Ohio. In the early 2000's he started a new career working in retail.
He worked for Tractor Supply, and for approximately ten years, he was the dairy and
frozen manager for Burkholder's Country Market in Millheim. During this time, he
felt a strong calling to ministry, and in 2015 he began seminary in Gettysburg as a
TEEM candidate. TEEM stands for Theological Education for Emerging Ministry.
During his time in seminary, he continued to work full-time and served two congregations that he was assigned to in Huntingdon County. In 2019 he graduated
from United Lutheran Seminary with a Certificate in Theology and a Certificate in
Congregational Faith Formation. At that time, he also was called to serve two congregations in the Allegheny Synod.
He and his wife Erin have been married for 22 years. Erin is an administrative
assistant at Penn State University. They have two teenage sons, Garrett (17) and
Gaige (14), who are students at Penns Valley High School. Garrett and Gaige are
very active in 4-H and FFA and show beef cattle at different shows across
Pennsylvania. The Wingert family has three dogs; two Australian Shepherds named
Wyatt and Stetson and a German Shorthaired Pointer named Ruger. You can find
him watching the Nebraska Cornhuskers, Penn State Nittany Lions, and the Denver
Broncos during football season. He says he is a bit of a history nerd and enjoys reading about the Old West, the Civil War, and World War II. His favorite travel destination is Gettysburg. In August, you can usually find them at the Great Grange Fair in
Centre Hall.
“I am passionate about social justice issues and have done a significant amount of
work around poverty and food insecurity. When the Covid pandemic hit in 2020, I
contacted the Central PA Food Bank to bring a food distribution to the Penns Valley
area. When our distributions started, we were serving approximately one hundred
and fifty families, and currently, the distributions are helping about sixty-five families. I am excited to begin this new chapter in ministry with you all and am looking
forward to seeing where the Holy Spirit guides us! Feel free to stop by one of the
offices to chat and have a cup of coffee!”
- Peace in Christ, Pr. Curt Wingert

